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about* Allah' and the prophet Mohamed, the dailj
nature of prayers and its methods. Usually it takes
four or five years if the child is above average,
before he completes the Qur$n and knows how to
pray* Then another ceremony follows to celebrate
the child's finishing the Quran, in which the Moulvi
is the guest of honour. After this function, the
girl's education is regarded as complete, but boys are
then sent to school to learn whatever is taught
there. This traditional form of education has the
sanction of centuries. Abdul Samad was initiated
into this, by a Moulvi of sixty, who would parrot-
like repeat the Quran, and teach him Urdu and
Persian also.
The most impressionable years of a child are thus
spent in cramming the Arabic text of the Quran,
whose meaning nei^ier he nor his teacher could
understand. The religious instruction that he is
given is entirely of a sectarian nature that teaches
him the superiority of his religion over others and
the falsity of the gods of other religions. It
teaches him to regard all other religions as either
false or inferior aad to consider all non-Muslims as
1 disbelievers * reserved for hell-fire- The same secta-
rian religious education is imparted to an average
child in a Hindu family. However good their
intentions may be, and how little they mean to
perpetrate hatred and communal animosity, all the
same, the innocent minds of these children are
influenced by such training. Is it any wonder then*